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An Accompt of Two Books. 

L tRJCTS writunfyd: Honourable ROBERT BOYLE, about the QOSMl- 
€AL Qualities of things \ the Temper atnrv of the SVB-TERRANEAL and 
SV B-MARINE Regions; andthe BOTTOM of the Sea\ together with an in- 
treduUim to the H1ST0RT of FART1CVLAR ^ualities.Ox^otd i i6'jo.in% . 

T n Hemain Defignof the Noble Author in thefe as well as his other 
Phyfical writings,is, to provide ftilJ more and more Materials for 
the Hiftory of Nature. He prefixes to thefc Trafts an Introduction to 
tie Hiftvry ' .if particular Qualities^ after he hath already given us an Ex- 
cellent Account both of the Nature, and of the Ori^ine of Qualities in 
£wr*£And intending now, to proceed to Qualities in particular, and 'to 
confider,How far the manner whereby they are produced, and thofe o- 
tber Phoenoraena of them, that may upon occalion betaken notice of, 
willaccord with,and, by doing fo, confirm the Doftrine hitherto pro- 
pofcd by him •, and whether they will not (at leaft) much better comport 
with TW,than the Opinions either of the Peripateticks ,or the Chymifts. 
But before he defcends to mention any of thefe Particular Qualities, 
he thinks it worth while to confider fome Scruples about the Corpufcula- 
r^Doftrine touching Qualities, which unlefs they be removed, may 
not a little prejudice the reception of a good part of what he purpofes 
to deliver aboutparticular Qualities. 

Of thefe difficulties he infills chiefly upon that Grand one, which im~ 
ports^that ''us incredible, that fo great a Variety of Qualities as we 
aftuaily find to be in Natural Bodies, ihould fpring from Principles fo 
few in number as two, and fo fimplc, as Matter and Local Motion ; And 
here he vend eav&urs to lliow, not only, that the other Catholick Affefti- 
ans of Matter are manifeftly deducible from Local Motion ; but alfo,that 
thefe Principles, being varioufly afiociated, are fo fruitful!, that a Vail 
number of Qualities, and, other Phenomena of Nature may refult from 
them. 

In the Trad of the -Syfamatical or Cofmical Qualities ,he m-aketh it out, 
That iiveftimating the Qualities of Natural Bodies, we are not only to 
■confider the power, any particular one hath of afting upon, or the ca- 
pacity it iiath of fuffering from fuch and fuch particular Bodies • but 
alfo that there may be fome Attributes,which may belong to this or that 
Body, and divers aIterations,to which it may be lyable upon the account 
of a Syfteme fo conftituted as our World is *, whofe Fabrick is fuch,that 
there may be diverrunheeded Agents*which,by unperceived mean<,fnay 
have great operations upon the Body we confider,and work fuch changes 
in it, and enable it to work fuch changes on other Bodies, as are rather 
to be.afcribedto fomeun-obferved Agents, than to thofe other Bodies, 
with which the Body propofed is taken.notice to have to do. 

To*thisis fubjoyned an Appendix tomhlng.Cofmical 'Sufpicions. For, tire 
Author confid^ring, that the World k a Sub j eft fo vaft,tbat not only all 
demonftrable Truths, which may be difcovcred concerning it, may he 
look-t upon as important, but even Conjectures and S apportions themfelvcs 
that. relate to ic in general, may defer ve not to be. altogether palled by 
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in filence \ He adventureth to entertain the Reader with fome Thoughts of this nature, 
thereby taking an opportunity to allccjge in their favour fome Hiftoricat Qbfervations, 
which^whatever the Conjeftures be thought of> may appear to be itior e new thaa def- 
ptcable. 

In the Three remaining Traits, the Author 

I'Wsb, treats of the temperature of Snbterraneal Regions and of the Air reaching thi- 
thcr;con p ifing the (umof what he hath to propound,in four Propofitions ; viz* That 
the firfl R egion of the Earth is very variable both as to Bounds,and as toTeraperature ; 
That the fecond Region feems to be for the moft part cold in comparifon of the other 
two: That in fever a i placcs,which,by reafon of their dillancefrom the Surface of the 
Earth one would refer to the Middle Region of it, the Temperature of the Air is very 
differing at rhefimc times of the Year: That the third Region of the Earth hath been 
obferved to be conftantly tnd fenfibly warm,but not uniformly fo; being infomcpla* 
cesconfiderably hot. 

Secondly, of the Tanperature of the Submarine Regions as to Heat and Cold : Wher<r, 
afli^ningtotheS'M no more than two Regions ; the one, from the fuperficies fo far 
downwards as the manifeft operation of the Beams of the Sun, or other Caufcs of 
warmth do penetrate ; the other, from thence to the bottom of the Sea : He obfervcth* 
that,according to that divifiofl the Limits of the upper Region will not be alwaies con- 
flant in all Climats, in all Seafons,and in all Weathers. And as to the Temperature of 
the Lower Region ,he taketh notice,J;hat that is generally Cold,fome few places excep- 
ted : Confirming all by confiderable relations, he procured from Sober and Creditable 
Navi>ators,andotherPcrfons,prac1:ifed in Diving,both with and without Engins. 

Thirdly, Of the Bottom ofth* m Sea\ concerning which he hath enquired/rfl, after the 
Inacjuality of the Soil there, obferved to be very gradnal and abrupt ; K(xt, after the 
g^eat preilureof the water there againft other Bodies : Laftly, after the Tranquillity of 
the water there, whether it be considerably diftant from the Surface. 
II. CATALOG!) S PLJNTARV M AXGLIJ& & INSVLAX.VM *l* 

jacentium : turn tndtgenas,tum in agrU pajfim cult as comphfttns* Operi Johannis Raji 

M..A. & Soc. Reg a Sodalis. Londini, Impends]. Martyn. i6-joJn ix°. 

The Ingenious and Induftrious Author of this Bookjhavingfome years ago publifht 
a Catalogue of the Plant? growing about Cambridge,hith now obliged hisJCountry, 
by prefenting it w/th a Catalogue of the Plants of all England ^ndoi thelfles adjacent. 
In the doing of which, he hath fpared neither pains nor cofbtra veiling himfclf through 
ail the confiderable parts of this Kingdom,and fo viewing and gathering himfelf almoft 
all the Plants here defcribed, fome few excepted, which he fairh he hath either taken 
out of the beft Authors,or received from very creditable and skilfuil Friends. Neither 
Jrath he been contented to fearch and gather them himfelf,but alfo diligently compared 
them with their Hiftorics and Figures found by E$taritBs\ defcribing thofe, which 
fecmed to have been omitted by other*,and adding,with their Chara&erical notes,thofe 
that hid been confufedly and carelefsly delivered before. A work exceeding ufeful, 
especially in order to the compofing a General Hirtory of Plants, wherein they are to be 
distributed into their fe vera! Kamihes,according to their fpecifical Differences, (a thing 
fo neceiTary to Uarn them more eafily,tounderftand them more clearly, and to remem- 
ber them morclafling!y,)which Djftribution cannot be made without an accurate and 
a co na pleat Enumeration and Dcfcription of the feverai Kinds of Plants, growing up and 
down in the feveral parts of the World. 

The Reader will find in (his Catalogue, befiJes the mod neceiTary Synonym* of the 
Plants here enumerated, a fumnury Defcription alfo or. their principal Vermes; enter- 
laced with the mention of many new Obfervationt and Experiments, Medical and Phy- 
fioiogicai. And tha^which exceedingly raifeth the value and endeareth the welcome of 
t'm Book,is,That the Author in the Preface thereof very obligingly promifcth a General 
M'thod o/*j//P/jwf;, together with the differing Cfnravffcers of their kinds nnd familie*, 
to be publiihed by him in a fhort time.and withallfto him polHble) accurJtenefs 
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